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Sunday 13 November 2022
Pentecost 23

Haere mai ki ténei Whare Karakia
Welcome to this House of Prayer

“Restoring the Balance”

We are a multi-racial Christian community:
Methodist in affiliation — Ecumenical in intention
Diverse in theology — Inclusive in outreach.

Kia ora koutou katoa — Talofa Lava
Malo e lelei — Bula Vinaka Greetings to you all!




10am Congregation
Sunday 13 November 2022
Pentecost 23

Leader: Philip Garside.
Organist: Vivien Chiu.
Guitarist: Heather Garside

Welcome & Introduction

Note that the messages of the two readings are not typical of their genres. The reading from
Luke’s gospel offers a hard, dark view of where we are heading, with only muted good news.
The reading from the third section of Isaiah offers celebration and hope, rather than speaking
sternly to those in power as readings from the prophets often do. Key these ideas in mind as we
progress through the service.

Call to Worship (said together)

Come in, find a space for rest in this sacred space.
Come with your fears, your anxiety, your trepidation.
Come knowing that this space is safe.

We leave our cares at the altar.

We find comfort in community.

God knows your weariness. God feels your fatigue.
Rest now. There is no battle to be fought here,

no argument to be won.

Just a place where the Spirit holds you in her care.
May the Spirit’s arms wrap around us

so that we can rest and breathe again.

This is a sacred space, made sacred by generations of
tears, laughter, silence, and song.

This is a thin space, a holy space

We recognize it. We soak it in.

We remember that we helped make it like this.

With your heart at peace,

open yourself now to the presence of God,

the one we gather to worship, the one who guides us forward.
This is our sacred space within a community

that brings out our most beautiful selves.



Lighting the candles
As we light these candles, we say together:

Spirit lights, clear and bright
Ephemeral symbols, flickering flames.
Our eyes are drawn to you,

Our hearts are warmed by you,

Ever present, bringing hope. Amen.

Opening Prayer

Creator, you know us deeply.

Your fingerprints are on our hearts.

Every time we move, we have you to thank for our being.

Come to us in this sanctuary,

continue creating us in your image,

so that we might create a world

that reflects your desire for understanding, peace, and divine love.
We hold those moments of grace

as the tonic to heal our hurts and the suffering we cause others.
When we divide, we know that your Spirit reconciles.

When we entrench, we know that your Spirit opens us.

Forgive us when we fail to see the error

of our actions and when we fail to challenge the systems that oppress.
Nurture us back to your way. Amen.

Hymn: Awake, awake to love and work. H&P 631.Tune: Sheltered Dale

1. Awake, awake to love and work!
The lark is in the sky;
The fields are wet with diamond dew;
The worlds awake to cry
Their blessings on the Lord of life,
As He goes meekly by.

2. Come, let thy voice be one with theirs,
Shout with their shout of praise;
See how the giant sun soars up,
Great lord of years and days!
So let the love of Jesus come
And set thy soul ablaze.

3. To give and give, and give again,
What God hath given thee;
To spend thyself nor count the cost;
To serve right gloriously
The God who gave all worlds that are,
And all that are to be.



Prayer of Approach

Creator God, we contemplate the vastness of your creation.
We seek to grasp infinity and eternity,

but our humanness restricts our vision,

our imagination our understanding

and we, in awe, simply are left to wonder.

We are one people, on one planet,

in one universe, in the infinite kingdom of you.

Nurturing God, the blessings of this home,

this earth, are overwhelming.

Nature satisfies hunger, both for food and for beauty.
Gratitude abounds and we thank you.

Our home is here, on this side of the spirit journey.
Nature is your reflection and our teacher.

Devoted Parent, we turn to our neighbours,

our siblings on this planet Earth,

and discover hearts that reflect our own confusion,

our own faith, our own mistrust, and our own passion
—and we know we are not alone.

Blessed by you, we are part of each other

and each of us is a part of you.

We journey together in your light and thank you for love.

Eternal Spirit, we are indeed your people,

coming from and returning to you.

Yet we discover that you are at our side all along.
Though we are the blessed, we bless your name and
celebrate your presence through all time and space.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit,

we proclaim your way, honour your truth,

and journey in your light. Amen.



Story time / Introducing the Theme

Before service set up kitchen balance scales and weights on small table at front and cover.
Unveil and ask congregation what this is?
Ask children or one or two adults to come forward

Affix straws to middle needle to amplify the effect of tilting. This is a bit silly and not too
serious.

Explain that when the needle is in the middle you are in balance and can add up the weights to
tell you how heavy the object is.

Or if you are measuring baking ingredients, like flour, you can tell if you have the right amount
of flour to match the weight

Put Bible in dish and ask them to add weights on the other side to find out how much it weighs.

Play with balancing weights on both sides and try to balance them. Give the scales a nudge if
they stick on one side.

Show how adding a small weight on one side can be a tipping point.
Show how difficult it can be to get things in balance.

Say that our planet is in trouble with lots of things nearly tipping the balance to make it hard for
us to survive.

Say also that the world’s resources are not shared fairly and that there is an imbalance with
some countries and people having more than enough and others not having enough.

Ask congregation what metaphors come to mind as we play with the scales?

Song: In the Presence of Your People. AA 70.

1. Inthe presence of your people
| will praise your name;
for alone you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
Let us celebrate your goodness
and your steadfast love.
May your name be exalted
here on earth and in heaven above.

2. Lai-lai-lai ...



Readings: From The Message by Eugene Peterson

Luke 21:5-19: Watch Out for Doomsday Deceivers

One day people were standing around talking about the Temple, remarking how
beautiful it was, the splendour of its stonework and memorial gifts. Jesus said, “All this
you’re admiring so much—the time is coming when every stone in that building will
end up in a heap of rubble.”

They asked him, “Teacher, when is this going to happen? What clue will we get that
it’s about to take place?”

He said, “Watch out for the doomsday deceivers. Many leaders are going to show up
with forged identities claiming, ‘I’'m the One,’ or, ‘The end is near.” Don’t fall for any of
that. When you hear of wars and uprisings, keep your head and don’t panic. This is
routine history and no sign of the end.”

He went on, “Nation will fight nation and ruler fight ruler, over and over. Huge
earthquakes will occur in various places. There will be famines. You’ll think at times
that the very sky is falling.

“But before any of this happens, they’ll arrest you, hunt you down, and drag you to
court and jail. It will go from bad to worse, dog-eat-dog, everyone at your throat
because you carry my name. You’ll end up on the witness stand, called to testify.
Make up your mind right now not to worry about it. I'll give you the words and
wisdom that will reduce all your accusers to stammers and stutters.

“You'll even be turned in by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. Some of you will
be killed. There’s no telling who will hate you because of me. Even so, every detail of
your body and soul—even the hairs of your head!—is in my care; nothing of you will
be lost. Staying with it—that’s what is required. Stay with it to the end. You won’t be
sorry; you'll be saved.



Isaiah 65:17-25: New Heavens and a New Earth
“Pay close attention now:
I’m creating new heavens and a new earth.
All the earlier troubles, chaos, and pain
are things of the past, to be forgotten.
Look ahead with joy.
Anticipate what I’'m creating:
Ill create Jerusalem as sheer joy,
create my people as pure delight.
I’ll take joy in Jerusalem,
take delight in my people:
No more sounds of weeping in the city,
no cries of anguish;
No more babies dying in the cradle,
or old people who don’t enjoy a full lifetime;
One-hundredth birthdays will be considered normal—
anything less will seem like a cheat.
They’ll build houses
and move in.
They’ll plant fields
and eat what they grow.
No more building a house
that some outsider takes over,
No more planting fields
that some enemy confiscates,
For my people will be as long-lived as trees,
my chosen ones will have satisfaction in their work.
They won’t work and have nothing come of it,
they won’t have children snatched out from under them.
For they themselves are plantings blessed by Gop,
with their children and grandchildren likewise Gop-blessed.
Before they call out, I'll answer.
Before they’ve finished speaking, I’ll have heard.
Wolf and lamb will graze the same meadow,
lion and ox eat straw from the same trough,
but snakes—they’ll get a diet of dirt!
Neither animal nor human will hurt or kill
anywhere on my Holy Mountain,” says Gob.



Sermon: Restoring the Balance

He went on, “Nation will fight nation and ruler fight ruler, over and over.
Huge earthquakes will occur in various places. There will be famines. You'll
think at times that the very sky is falling.

Pay close attention now:
I’m creating new heavens and a new earth.

All the earlier troubles, chaos, and pain
are things of the past, to be forgotten.

Let’s pray:

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts and
minds be acceptable to you, O God, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

| have titled this sermon: Restoring the Balance, Restoring the Balance.

[Take this sermon slowly]

The Greek word euangélion and its Latin translation evangelium mean
Gospel or Good News. When Luke’s Gospel was first being written down in
Greek, it would have been known as the “euangélion according to Luke”, or
the “gospel according to Luke.” The modern English word gospel derives
from the Anglo-Saxon word godspell, which meant good story. And that’s
what we expect from the four gospels that made it into the New
Testament. (There were many other gospels circulating in the last decades
of the first century and the start of the second century, that did not get
included.) Yet, we have to work hard to find good news in today’s reading
from Luke 21.

The setting is Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem. He came in riding on a donkey
at the start of the week. Each morning he walks into Jerusalem from Mary
and Martha’s house in Bethany and teaches in the outer courts of the
Temple.



The Temple, restored a few decades earlier by Herod the Great, is
spectacular and impressive. People note its strong stone foundations and
walls. It looks and feels permanent. But Jesus says that it will soon be
destroyed. That the people can’t count on coming to the Temple to offer
sacrifices and worship for much longer.

Note that the Temple was destroyed by the Romans in the year 70, so
when Luke’s gospel is being written down in the last decade or so of the
first century, the destruction that Jesus warns of in the story has actually
taken place. It is not just a metaphor.

Naturally, the people listening to Jesus are disturbed by this news and want
to know when it is going happen and what warning signs they will get
beforehand. They are looking for certainty, they want to know what they
can rely on in life, but Jesus isn’t offering this.

Jesus instead warns them about false prophets and leaders who say —
“follow me, I'll lead you through this,” — who will say anything to gain and
keep power. For me this brings to mind the likes of recent UK prime
minister Boris Johnston, who promised how much better off the country
would be if the UK left the European Union. It did and it isn’t. Or Donald
Trump, who during his four years as president of the USA, would say
anything to keep power, much of which was plainly untrue.

How do such people get elected? They convince enough people to believe
in their message and vote for them. And they stay in power because once
an idea takes hold in us, we don’t like to admit that we got it wrong and
made a mistake.

And Jesus also warns that nation will fight nation, over and over. | have
been following news about the Russian war in Ukraine on the UK
newspaper The Guardian’s website each day. They provide accurate up to
the minute information, alongside thoughtful commentary and insights. It’s
very easy to get drawn into taking sides, to almost enjoy reports of the
plucky Ukrainians using cheap Turkish drones to destroy Russian tanks, and
to take satisfaction from the Ukrainians fighting back and regaining cities
and districts. On Friday one article estimated that 200,000 people, soldiers



and civilians, have died since the war started in February — nine months
ago. People like us. It’s horrible.

Huge earthquakes. We know about them in New Zealand. During the
Kaikoura earthquake several buildings in Wellington were damaged and
had to be pulled down. These were modern buildings, built to the
earthquake regulations of the time, that we expected to be permanent and
strong like the Temple in Jerusalem, but they weren’t.

We don’t have to look far to find famines in our times. The World Food
programme says that "In 2021, hunger affected 278 million people in
Africa, 425 million in Asia and 56.5 million in Latin America and the
Caribbean.”

The Ukraine is a major grower and exporter of wheat, but its exports
through the Black Sea have been blocked by Russia.

The sky may not be falling but the climate is changing, due almost entirely
to our actions over the last 200 years. We are now at crisis point. Things
that we took for granted like enough, but not too much rain, adequate
warmth for growing crops, but not too much, can’t be relied on. All over
the world there are floods, droughts, heatwaves, hurricanes all made much
more frequent and more extreme by climate change. World leaders are
meeting at the moment in Cairo to try to agree what their countries can do
to slow down the climate crisis. We pray that they make courageous
decisions and take meaningful action.

As if this wasn’t enough to look forward to, Jesus goes on to say, before any
of these things happen, you will persecuted because you believe in me.
Your family and friends will reject and betray you, and you may even be
killed for my sake. Eugene Peterson in The Message version of the story
that we heard earlier, tells us to, “Stay with it to the end. We won’t be
sorry; we’'ll be saved.” This is a hard gospel reading.



Let’s turn now to the reading from Isaiah 65. Isaiah is offering hope for the
people of Israel returning from their Exile in Babylon, that God has a better
world in mind for them.

Notice that this text is all one long statement in the name of God. There are
speech marks at the start and end. Is it an uninterrupted idea, a vision, a
stream of consciousness.

Here is a list of the things that will no longer trouble you:

[J Chaos and pain

[J Sounds of weeping and cries of anguish

[] Babies will not die in their cradles

[] People’s lives will not be cut short

[] Outsiders will not take over the houses we build
[1 Enemies will not confiscate the crops we grow

Isaiah also lists all the good things that God will bring us:

[] Joy, I'll create Jerusalem as sheer joy

[] God creates people (that’s us) as pure delight

[1 We will live long and healthy lives and lots of us will live to be 100-
years-old or more.

We will eat the crops we grow

We will have satisfying, meaningful work

Our children and their children will be blessed

God will hear our prayers before we finish speaking

[1 No animal or person will hurt or kill anywhere in God’s holy city.

(N I I I

Our old problems will be dealt with and in their place, we will inherit a new
community, country and world where all can thrive. Sounds good, doesn’t
it? | wonder how we can help this to happen?

It was hugely enjoyable to be part of Drama Christi’s 75% anniversary last
week. We could have let 75 years go by unmarked. Instead we chose to
create and take part in a celebration.



There are two organisations that our church is associated with, who do the
hard stuff of helping people rebuild their lives: Downtown Community
Ministry DCM and Wesley Community Action. | like to think that they do
this on our behalf. It was good to hear from DCM a couple of Sunday’s ago
about all the services they can provide people. This is real love and
compassion in action. Let’s keep finding ways we can support them.

| have started reading Pope Francis’ visionary 2015 book Laudato si'. He
offers a robust analysis of the state of the world, and encourages us all to
take more responsibility for caring for both God’s creation and all its
people.

The world is out of balance. Our survival is threatened. The things warned
about by Jesus in the reading from Luke have all come true.

Which course will we choose? Will we just accept that this is the way things
are and that nature will take its course? Perhaps it’s just too late for us to
make a difference?

Luke warns us the way ahead will be hard.
Isaiah inspires us to imagine a new earth.

| suggest that we need to adopt and share a hope for the world. Not a fool’s
hope, but a real confidence and faith that the good things we do and say
are worth doing and saying, and will make a real difference.

They must do.
We have no other choice.

Amen.



Hymn: Psalm 19 Words & Music: Rosemary Russell (2009)

1. Not a word is said, yet the heavens shout!
Not a song is sung yet the skies give praise!
Throughout all the world to the ends of the earth
Creation shows God’s hand.
Refrain
May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart
give great joy to you Lord,
As the words of your law and the love of your heart
give great joy to me
O Lord my Rock, you are my Redeemer
O Lord my Rock, on you | will stand.

2. Not a soul is lost who follows your laws.
Not a heart stays sad who loves your Word
Throughout all the world to the ends of the earth
Your law is right and true.

3. Not afault is hidden that you do not see,
Nor an error made that’s unknown to you
Throughout all the world to the ends of the earth
Your mercy up-holds me.

Community Time
Sharing the Peace
Let’s greet each other saying: “God’s peace be with you.”
Notices
Sharing Joys, Things we are Grateful for, Sorrows & Concerns

Prayers of Intercession
To the bidding “...Holy God, you can make all things new, in your mercy,” please
respond with “hear our prayer.”



Lord’s Prayer [Sung]

Our Father in heaven

holy be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Do not put us to the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

Offering
(We also acknowledge offerings made by automatic payment and online banking)
Blessing of Offering (said together)

Multiply our efforts by your grace, God of love,

so that the needs of a hurting and lonely planet

may be met and all will know that they are cared for;

each creature, each ocean, the sky, and the land,

and people everywhere will know

that they are a valued and a beloved part of your creation.
Strengthen us as we give and receive

within your community of love and mutual support. Amen.



Hymn: We turn to you, O God of every nation H&P412. Tune: Intercessor

1. We turn to you, O God of every nation,
Giver of life and origin of good;
Your love is at the heart of all creation,
Your hurt is people’s broken unity.

2. We turn to you, that we may be forgiven
for crucifying Christ on earth again.

We know that we have never wholly striven
Forgetting self to love the other one.

3. Free every heart from pride and self-reliance,
Our ways of thought inspire with simple grace;
Break down among us barriers of defiance,
Speak to the soul of all the human race.

4. On all who rise on earth for right relations,
We pray the light of love from hour to hour.
Grant wisdom to the leaders of the nations,
the gift of carefulness to those in power.

5. Teach us, good Lord, to serve the need of others,
help us to give and not to count the cost.
Unite us all to live as sisters, brothers,
defeat our Babel with your Pentecost!

Benediction

Go into the world noticing the love of God by noticing others,
sharing the love of God by sharing with others,

responding to the love of God by loving others,

for the sake of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The Grace (Said together)

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. Amen

Liturgy for this service was sourced from:
Gathering: Pentecost 2 2022 United Church of Canada;
Let Us Pray, Janet Nelson 1999; Philip Garside.

To keep up-to-date with services and news, visit the parish website: https://wesleychurch.org.nz/

Or the 10am Congregation’s Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/wesleywellington.methodistchurch.10am



https://wesleychurch.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/wesleywellington.methodistchurch.10am

